College and High School Students! 

Help Us To Help You Prevent Crime!
  Motor Vehicles always present a potential target for thieves. It is estimated that over 350,000 vehicles are stolen or broken into every year! This number is increasing with the popularity of after market products like GPS Systems, CD Players, I-Pods, etc.

The Massachusetts Safety Officers League is providing you with this Crime Prevention Information to assist you in making decisions that will help to make your vehicle safe!     

  Crimes occur when criminals have the desire, the ability and the opportunity to commit the crime! If you can eliminate the opportunity for a criminal to commit a crime, you may, also, eliminate the crime itself from ever occurring! To help you do this, the Massachusetts Safety Officers League offers several tips that you can use to reduce the chances of  your car being broken into, your personal property stolen or your car being stolen. 

Read And Remember These Safety Tips .

· Always park in high-traffic, well-lighted areas, when possible.

· Lock your car whenever it is unattended on campus or off campus!

· When parking, locking and leaving your car, try to leave it in a secure, attended lot.

· Park your car under a street lamp or in well lit open space. Thieves don’t want to work under a spotlight and are more likely to go for a car that is parked in a dark spot.

· It sounds obvious, but, always remember to lock your car! Car thieves are often given an easy ride by people who leave their cars open with out locking them up. 

· Never leave keys in the car, ignition, inside a locked garage, or in hide boxes.

· Always roll up your windows and lock the car, even if parked in front of your home.

· Never leave your car running unattended, even to dash into a business, store, etc.

· Never leave valuables in plain view, even if your car is locked. 

· Don’t leave expensive property such as CD’s, CD players, GPS Systems, purses, cell phones, Lap Top Computers or anything of value in plain view in your car! 

· Lock them in your trunk or take them with you when you park your car!

· Never leave personal identification documents, vehicle ownership title, or credit cards in your vehicle; Put them in the trunk out of sight.

· Remember: Thieves also like to target after market stereo equipment rather than factory installed equipment! Visible Stereo Speakers and CD Changers are always targets for thieves.  

· Cover up expensive equipment that cannot be easily moved so that it can’t be seen from outside the car! 

· Out of sight – Out of mind!

· If your car has a CD player, remove the faceplate and take it with you! 

· Record the Brand, Model Numbers and Serial Numbers of all electronic equipment installed in your car. In the event of a theft, give this information to the police. If it is recovered, it can be returned to you! 

· Always park your car in a well-lit area! If you live off campus, make every attempt to park your car off the street if possible, but, always park in a well-lit area! 

· If you have one, put your car in the garage every night and lock it. It is more unlikely that criminals will try and break into your garage to get to your vehicle.

· If your vehicle is stolen, report it to the police immediately. Don’t wait! 

· Copy your license plate and vehicle information (VIN) numbers on a card and keep them with you. If your vehicle is stolen, the police will need this information to take a report.

· A Vehicle Identification Number Etching Program may be available. This will deter or prevent vehicle theft by etching the VIN into all vehicle glass so that the thief would  have to replace all etched parts.   

· In Massachusetts, you can call 1-800-HOT-AUTO for information from the Governors Auto Theft Strike Force.

· Use a steering wheel lock when the car is parked. While these devices can be defeated in time, the thief may decide that it’s not worth his effort when he sees one!

· Park in well-lit busy areas! Avoid any dark and secluded area! 

· Before you enter your car, look inside first to make sure that an intruder is not in the car committing a crime or waiting for you!

· Consider investing in a car alarm if you don’t have one! If you do have a car alarm, 

use it every time you park your car!

· While driving, keep valuables out of sight and not on the seat next to you where 

they can be seen! The thief may observe you park and wait for you to leave.

· Don’t leave your car running with the keys in the ignition while you perform a small errand nearby! Eliminate any opportunity for a crime to be committed! 

· If you must leave your key with a valet, attendant, or mechanic leave only the ignition key. Make sure you are dealing with a reputable firm.

· Many vehicles today come with some type of security system installed directly from the factory. 

· Normally, there are upgraded systems available if you ask. The best choice are systems that shut off the fuel supply so that a car can't be started or driven.

· Have an immobilizer fitted which prevents the car from starting. This will make sure that even if the thief gains access to your car, they won’t be able to drive it away.

· Install a mechanical device that locks the steering wheel, column, or brakes. Invest in a steering wheel lock and use it every time you leave your car to deter criminals.

· Purchase a vehicle theft tracking/security system, especially if you own one of the frequently stolen model vehicles.

· In high theft areas the VIN (Vehicle Identification Number) should be etched on windows, doors, fenders and trunk lid to make it more difficult for a thief to market your stolen car parts. 

· Have a car alarm fitted by a professional to deter a potential thief from stealing it. 

· To report a crime quickly, memorize the telephone numbers for the Campus Police Office as well as the area police department.

· Dial 9-1-1 in an emergency but, remember that when you dial 9-1-1 from a cell phone, you may get the Massachusetts State Police, not your local police department!

· The Massachusetts Safety Officers League is, as always, interested in the safety of students as well as their personal property at college campuses throughout the State of Massachusetts! Safety Officers welcome the chance to reduce crime by increasing student knowledge of how to prevent car breaks  and personal property losses! 

· Remember to:

Be Alert! Be Aware! And Be Safe!


Here are more websites you can check for further information on Auto Theft and Car Break Prevention. 

The Governors Auto Theft Strike Force at:

1-800-HOT AUTO or 1-781-393-1200. 

Visit their website at: 

http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=eopsterminal&L=2&L0=Home&L1=Crime+Prevention+%26+Personal+Safety&sid=Eeops&b=terminalcontent&f=msp_units_msp_governors_auto_theft_strike_force&csid=Eeops
www.KidsAndCars.org
www.vehicleidentificationnumber.com/vehicle_identification_numbers_vin_car_theft.html
www.watchyourcar.org/content/?/protect/tips
www.neverstolen.com
www.onstar.com
www.lojack.com
www.crime.about.com/od/prevent/qt/prevention_auto.htm
www.getfacts.org/prevention.html
www.iii.org/media/hottopics/insurance/test4/
http://www.crimestoppers-uk.org/crime-prevention/helping-prevent-crime/vehicles/cars
http://www.shellstations.com/answerbook/security/security_3.htm
http://www.auto-theft.info/prevention-tips.htm
http://www.crimedoctor.com/autotheft1.htm
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Students!
You Can Help  Prevent Car Breaks And Auto Thefts 

On And Off Campus! 
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MSOL Website

www.masafetyofficers.org
MSOL Membership

Application Website
www.masafetyofficers.org/membership.htm
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