A Parent’s Worst 2 Nightmares?

Abduction and Abuse!

What do these names have in common?

20-month-old Charles A Lindberg Jr. (1932),                6-year-old Adam Walsh (1981),

9-year-old Sarah Pryor (1985),                                     10-year-old Holly Piirainnen (1993),

12-year-old Polly Klaas (1993),                                     9-year-old Amber Hagerman (1996),

7-year-old Megan Kanka (1997),                                 10-year-old Jeffrey Curley (1997),

11-year-old Tabitha Potter (1999),                                16-year-old Molly Bish (2000),

Adam – was shopping in the mall.

Sara – was riding her bicycle.

Holly – was playing with puppies.

Polly – was at a slumber party.

Amber – was riding her bicycle.

Megan – was going to see a puppy at 

      her neighbor’s house.

Jeffrey – was lured into a car by the 

            promise of a new bicycle, and,

Molly – was working as a lifeguard at 

            a small pond near her home!

  They were all innocent children who may have been: abducted against their will, abused, kidnapped, sexually assaulted, molested, raped, and, finally, murdered! Their parents and relatives were left behind and forced to live the rest of their lives in extreme sorrow without the child that they bore, raised and dearly loved! They were taken advantage of and victimized by predators who may or may not have been strangers! These children did nothing wrong! But, they fell victim to a predator because they didn’t have the information or knowledge of   things that could have possibly helped save them from the scheme of a predator! 

  The Massachusetts Safety Officers League asks you to take the time to read this informational tri-fold and understand how you, as a parent, can help prevent harm from coming to YOUR child or someone else’s child!                             

Here are some common tricks used by predators to lure children away from SAFETY and into DANGER.

· The Offer Trick – The child is offered something they might want (e.g.- candy, gum, money, food, toys, trip). Sometimes a predator takes a belonging of the child and promises to give it back if the child goes with the predator or complies with an inappropriate request.

· The Emergency Trick – A predator pretends that a fire, accident, illness, death or other emergency has happened to the child’s family or home. The predator says that he/she was sent to get the child. The predator may even show a badge or claim to be a police officer or other official.

· The Friend Trick – A predator pretends to know the child or the child’s family and says the parents have asked him/her to bring the child home or to a meeting place. On the Internet, a predator may pretend to be a peer and develop an online friendship or romance. The young person may be tricked into giving out personal information, engaging in sexualized email exchanges, or meeting the older person without letting parents know.

· The Bad Child Trick – A predator accuses a child of doing something wrong. The child is ordered to go with the predator.  Sometimes the child is shown a badge or official looking ID. Sometimes a predator tells the child that their parents don’t want them anymore. The child might be told that he/she is an obstacle to parent’s happiness.

· The Flattery Trick – The predator asks the child to go with him/her so that photos can be taken, videos made, or interview given (e.g. team photo, news feature, modeling acting scout, consumer survey, etc).

· The Help Trick – The predator asks the child for help, directions, use the phone,  search for a lost pet or lost money or article, or to carry groceries or packages etc.

· The Open Door Trick – The predator tricks the child into opening the door at home when no one is around to supervise. The predator might: pose as a repair person, pretend to have an emergency, or claim to be delivering something important that cannot wait until an adult is present. 

· The Secret Trick – Sometimes children are tricked into keeping “touching secrets” because they have been told that: the inappropriate sexual behavior is OK, that no one will believe them, that they are to blame, that their parents will be angry and reject them, or that something awful will happen to them or their family if they tell.  

·  The Animal Trick – The child is attracted by a puppy, kitten or some other cute or unusual animal used by the predator.

        Some children are “Scared Silent” and do    

      not tell trusted adults about an assault or an 

      abduction attempt as soon as possible 

      because they are afraid of getting into 

      trouble or they have been threatened with 

      harm if they tell.

Be aware that:

Not all predators are strangers!

  Statistics show that many children are assaulted by persons they know, are familiar with, or are even related to! The Megan Nicole Kanka Foundation publishes this list of: 

Familiar Danger Rules for Parents and Children.
· At no time should children be left alone!

· Children should be taught: never open the door to anyone except parents or family. 

· Children should also know what is and is not an emergency. Parents should teach children how to dial and use 911. 
· Children should always be seen and heard, not the opposite. 

· Children should know their name, address, phone number, and parent’s cell phone number, if they have one. 

· Children should team up for safety.

· Parents should have completed and updated CHILD ID Kits for each child in the family.          

· Parents should become familiar with who is watching their child during school and after school programs and should always research the background of babysitters.

· The name of a child should never be visible to the public on outer clothing, backpacks, lunchboxes, etc. inviting a bad guy to say “Hi, Johnny!”

· Contact your local police about any suspicious persons or activities.

· Provide your children with instructions and procedures when lost or separated.

· A child should never enter any house or vehicle without his/her parents present.

· Children should not go to a friend’s house without the parent’s permission. You do not want them to think that it’s OK to go into anyone’s house without your knowledge.

· Teach children not to give out any personal information over the Internet or telephone.

· Teach your children that it’s OK to say “NO” and run to a trusted adult.

· Instruct your children never to speak to strangers. Try to show the difference between a “good stranger” and a potential “bad stranger”.  

· Never leave your child unattended in a shopping cart in the supermarket.

· Always keep children in line of sight while shopping in a store or a mall. 

· Constantly, reinforce sexual abuse safety with your child because young children easily forget or dismiss things. 

· Good touch and bad touch situations should be constantly reviewed and emphasized. 
· Make sure they know that someone who abuses a child will often lie to them also.

· If your child discloses sexual abuse to you, stay calm! They are not at fault!
· Make sure they know what their private zones are and that no one is allowed to touch them in those places.

· Teaching children the proper names of their body parts will avoid confusion for investigators if they should become abused or touched by someone.

· Make sure they know that no one is allowed to put their mouth on any of their body parts and that the child is not allowed to put his/her mouth on anyone else’s body parts. 

· Keep communication lines open with your child. They should be able to come to you with any information and you will not get mad about it. Many times there are no physical signs of abuse and it is the word of the child against the adult. If you establish communication with them, they know that they will be believed. 

· Parents may have personal rules in their own homes which should be considered, also.
· This list is not all inclusive! Parents are advised to keep up with information and websites for changing suggestions. 

Here are some websites to check for more [image: image2.jpg]


information on Stranger and Familiar Danger. 

www.masafetyofficers.org
www.lowellpolice.com
www.pollyklaas.org
www.mollybish.org 

www.missingkids.com 

www.mass.gov/sorb/community.htm 

www.klaaskids.org/pg-prog.htm 

www.klaaskids.org 

www.safetycops.com/stranger_danger.htm
www.kidescape.org 
The AMBER Alert System. 

Megan’s Law – Sexual Offender Registration

www.megannicolekankafoundation.org
www.amw.com
www.glmasons-mass.org 

www.fbi.gov/hq/cid/cac/registry.htm
http://pediatrics.about.com/od/parentingquizzes/l/bl_strngdngr.htm
www.mass.gov/?pageID=eopsagencylanding&L=3&
www.mychildsafety.net/stranger-danger.html
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Stranger Danger

and

Familiar Danger 
Safety Tips For Parents And 

Guardians Of  Children.
From the

MSOL Website

www.masafetyofficers.org
MSOL Membership Application Website

http://masafetyofficers.org/membership.htm
_1225860807.doc
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