Holiday Shopping Safety Tips

  In addition to the preceding regular shopping safety tips, the shopper should be even more alert and aware during the Christmas Holiday Season. The holiday season is always meant to be full of happiness and celebration, but it can also be a time of danger. Unfortunately, there are criminals who use the holidays to target victims who may be distracted by the season. 

· Some malls have police sub-stations inside of them with direct entrances from the outside. Parking near one of these is a good idea to deter thieves by police presence.
Shopping Online

Shopping online is a great way to save time and money. Plus, you can stay warm and don’t have to drive to the mall in cold weather. But, 
· Don’t be a victim of Phishing or Pharming. 

· Use your credit card when you shop online, not your debit card. Why? Credit cards usually offer buyer protection against fraud, lost shipments, broken merchandise, and other problems. Check to make sure yours does. The main problem with debit cards online is the fact that a debit card is a direct line into your bank accounts. If a scammer gets your credit card number, they can cause chaos but the loss won’t be catastrophic. If a scammer gets your debit card number and password, they can empty your bank account(s) of cash. 

· These days, shopping online is very secure, as long as you’re careful!. Shop only with web sites who offer secure transactions.  If your e-merchant doesn’t offer secure transactions, shop elsewhere.
  While these Shopping and Holiday Shopping Safety Tips can't guarantee that you will not become the victim of crime, they will give you knowledge to hopefully reduce your chances of falling prey to a criminal as you shop.


[image: image3.jpg]



Here are some more web sites

you can visit to read more about:

Shopping, Shopping Online

and Holiday Shopping Safety.

http://www.kidsindanger.org/publications/fact_flyer/Holiday_Shopping_Safety_Poster.pdf
www.cpsc.org
http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/81415/holiday_shopping_safety_tips.html?cat=46
http://crime.about.com/b/2008/11/28/holiday-shopping-safety-tips.htm
http://www.saferchild.org/shopping.htm
http://www.crimedoctor.com/shopping.htm
http://www.kevincoffee.com/mall/mall_safety_tips_for_the_holiday_season.htm
http://www.missingkids.com/missingkids/servlet/PageServlet?LanguageCountry=en_US&PageId=2937
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml09/09040.html
http://safety.more4kids.info/186/shopping-with-kids/
http://www.wiredsafety.org/safety/personal_information_safety/shopping/index.html
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml07/07032.html
http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/1241064/black_friday_shopping_safety_tips.html?cat=46
MSOL Website

www.masafetyofficers.org
MSOL Membership

Application Website
www.masafetyofficers.org/membership.htm
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www.masafetyofficers.org
  The Massachusetts Safety Officers League offers these shopping safety tips for shoppers to consider that will hopefully increase their knowledge of Shopping Safety and decrease their chances of becoming a victim of crime: 

· Be aware of your surroundings. Look for suspicious persons, etc. when you are in any area. Try to avoid possible danger. 

· Remember where you parked your car. While this may sound elementary, many shopping areas are spread out over large areas. Being unable to locate a car can cause you undue confusion and stress that may present you as a better target to a criminal looking for an easy victim. 

· If shopping late in the day or after dark, park in an area that is well lighted. Keep in mind, if you are shopping at a mall, the time the store closes from which you enter the mall, as some stores close earlier than others. This may keep you from having to walk unnecessary distances to you car if you find the store has closed earlier than you expected and you have to walk further. 

· Shop in pairs at the very least. For better safety and more fun, take a friend or family member shopping with you. There is something to be said for safety in numbers. 

· As you return to your car, make sure to keep your car key in your hand. 

· Avoid carrying large amounts of cash. Pay for purchases with checks, credit, charge or debit cards. Carry cash and wallets in a front pocket to reduce your chances of having your pocket picked. 

· Check to see you’ve been given back your card once you’ve paid for what you bought.
· Make a list of your major credit cards, their account numbers and the phone numbers to call if cards are lost. Keep this list at home. 
· Shop during daylight hours when possible.
· Use the trunk of your car to keep your packages out of sight. Place shopping bags, gifts and other valuable items in the trunk before you arrive at your destination.  

· Don't leave car phones, purses, CD cases, or any other item of value in your parked car where they can be seen. Always conceal these items in the trunk. 

· Walk with authority. Don't look like a victim! Dress casually and comfortably.

· Avoid wearing expensive jewelry.

· Don't leave purchased merchandise in your parked car where it can be seen.  

· If you must shop at night, go with a friend or family member.

· Do not carry a purse or wallet, if possible.
· Don't hesitate to ask for a security escort if you feel unsafe. 
· Be extra careful if you do carry a wallet or purse. They are the prime targets of criminals in crowded shopping areas, transportation terminals, bus stops, on buses and other rapid transit.

· Always carry your Driver License or ID Card along with necessary cash, checks and/or a credit card you expect to use.

· Even if you’re rushed and thinking about a thousand things, stay alert and aware!

· Keep cash in your front pocket to reduce the chance of being pick pocketed.  

· Notify the credit card issuer immediately if your credit card is lost, stolen or misused.

· Keep a record of all of your credit card numbers in a safe place at home. 

· Try to be discreet when locking your purse or other valuables in the trunk of your vehicle. If possible, lock your purse in the trunk before you arrive at your shopping destination - and carry your money or credit cards in your pocket. You never know who might be watching you.

· Avoid overloading yourself with packages. It is important to have clear visibility and freedom of motion to avoid mishaps. 

· Beware of strangers approaching you for any reason. At certain times of the year, "con-artists" may try various methods of distracting you with the intention of taking your money or belongings.

· Shopping with kids? Teach them to go to a store clerk or security if you get separated.
· Keep an eye on your child. It's okay to let children look around and have fun while they shop, but they also need to understand that it's important to stay near the parents.  
· If you have access to a cellular telephone, carry or take it, but don't use it while driving.  (See MSOL-Distracted Driving)
· Just like you shouldn’t drive while distracted, you shouldn’t do your holiday gift shopping when you are distracted. Leave yourself plenty of time to shop for the holidays, and minimize distractions. 
· When driving, keep doors locked and windows rolled up at all times.
· Maintain at least half a tank of fuel at all times, and keep vehicle in good repair to avoid breakdowns in bad weather.

· Don't dangle your handbag from your shoulder. You are creating a perfect setup for a purse-snatcher!
Using ATM Machines

· Be extremely careful using ATM machines 
· Use them in populated places and pay attention to what’s going on around you.  
· Try to go during the daylight hours.  
· If you must go at night, pick a machine that is well lit and visible to passing traffic.  
· If anyone suspicious is lurking near the machine, pass it up and find another. 
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