STRANGERS AT YOUR DOOR

· Be aware that criminals sometimes pose as

      couriers delivering gifts to gain entry.

· Check who’s at the door before opening it. Verify the visitor's identity. If you are unsure of their authenticity, do NOT open the door. Never open the door to an unexpected caller who cannot provide adequate identification. If you feel uneasy,  simply do not allow the entrance to your home. If they persist, call the local police and report the situation. 

· Don't let strangers into the apartment building. Never admit a person you do not recognize who claims to be visiting another resident of your building. 

· If you don’t recognize the visitor, request that they provide a photo ID identification to you by passing it under the door. If they don’t comply, don’t allow them to enter.
· It’s not uncommon for criminals to take 
advantage of the generosity of people   

      during the holiday season by soliciting 

      donations door-to-door for charitable 

      causes although no charity is involved. Ask 

      for their identification, and find out how 

      the donated funds will be used. If you are 

      not satisfied, do not donate.
· Be extra cautious about locking doors and windows when you leave the house, even for a few minutes. If leaving for a short time, put a radio or TV on so the house looks and sounds occupied.

· Think about your safety as well as your neighbors safety. Do whatever you can to ensure all persons are safe.

· Report all suspicious persons and activity in your building to the police immediately.
· If you feel threatened or in case of an emergency, do not hesitate to DIAL 911 
and have your local police respond.  
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  Here are some more suggested websites you can check for further Home and Apartment Safety information.

www.SafeKids.org
www.homesafety.net/
www.homesafetycouncil.org/
http://www.womenonguard.com
http://www.nachi.org/elderlysafety.htm
http://www.homesafetycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.homesafetycouncil.org/SafetyGuide/sg_checklistgenerator_w001.asp
http://www.mass.gov/Eeohhs2/docs/dph/com_health/injury/safe_home_checklist.pdf
http://living.apartments.com/safety/apartment-safety-basics-dos-donts/
http://www.ncpc.org/resources/files/pdf/neighborhood-safety/homesec.pdf
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http://www.ncpc.org/resources/files/pdf/neighborhood-safety/homechk2.pdf
www.ncpc.org/topics/home-and-neighborhood-safety
http://homerepair.about.com/od/safehometips/Home_Safety_Tips.htm
http://crime.about.com/od/quiz/a/quiz_home.htm
MSOL Website

www.masafetyofficers.org
MSOL Membership

Application Website
www.masafetyofficers.org/membership.htm
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Home, Apartment

and Condominium 

Safety Tips

www.masafetyofficers.org
 The Massachusetts Safety Officers League is, as always, committed to providing home, apartment and condominium owners with Crime Prevention Information to ensure the safety and security of all persons and possessions in their residences. 

WHAT A BURGLAR LIKES TO SEE 

Burglars and thieves prefer two conditions: 

an invitation and a fast, easy, undetected entry and exit which allows for the path of least resistance. An invitation to a burglar can come in many different forms. We don’t hang a sign that says: "BURGLARS WELCOME", but,  our actions and our inactions may relate the same message! Think of these examples.

· The pile of newspapers or mail overflowing from your mailbox? 

· Non-maintained yard. An un-mowed lawn.  

· Dark or concealed hiding areas. 

· Windows left open when you are away. 

· Notes left on exterior doors explaining that you’re not home and when you’ll be back.  

· The spare house key on top of the door jam that you think no one knows about.  

· Messages on answering machines stating you are away and when you’ll be back.  

· An open or unlocked garage door. 

· Sliding glass door, without auxiliary locks. 

· An unlit house night after night. 

· Flimsy door latches and locks. 

· Easily accessible basement windows. 

· A large shrub in front of a window. 

· A dark unlit alley behind the residence. 

· A privacy fence around the yard. 

· An accessible unlocked door or window.

· An exterior door without a deadbolt lock.

· The cover of darkness at night.  

BURGLARY PREVENTION TIPS 
  The following home, apartment and condo safety tips should be carefully followed by all.  

· Write only your last name or initials on your mailbox, not your full name. 

· Have an unlisted phone number for safety reasons and to cut down on solicitations.

· Make sure the locks on all doors leading into your apartment have been changed since the last tenant was living there. 

· Apartment doors should all have peephole viewers. If not, have one installed.

· Stay alert when entering your apartment.    

· Don’t talk on your cell phone or look   

      preoccupied when walking toward your 

      building. Criminals look for a weak target 

      and are more likely to pass up someone 

     who appears focused and aware.
· Report bad lighting or overgrown     

      shrubbery to your landlord. 
· Inventory the description, serial number and cost of your valuables.

· Keep a copy of your records online, in a fire-proof locked box or in a safe deposit box in a bank. Photograph your most valuable items and attach photo to your receipts to make claims run smoothly. 
· Put indoor and outdoor lights on an automatic timer set to dawn and dusk.

· Make sure your home looks like someone is living in it. Don't close your curtains - in daytime this shows the house is empty.
· Don't leave valuables where people can see them through windows from outside.
· Make sure there’s a number on your home or apartment door that can be easily seen by responding police officers or first responders in case of emergency.
· Make sure that you have up-to-date insurance for all your homes contents. 

· Make sure intercoms are working and report all malfunctions to the landlord. 

· If a repairman or delivery person requests admittance for interior work or for a resident that is not at home, refer him to the office manager of your building.
· Equip every entryway into your home from the outside with a deadbolt lock. Also, consider installing a professional security system with an access panel at each door. 

· Keep a broom handle or other long stick in the track of sliding glass doors.
· Join a Neighborhood Watch Program. 

· Post neighborhood watch signs. Help protect your neighbors and let thieves know that your neighborhood is watched by the residents. If you see any suspicious activity, call the police immediately. 

BEFORE YOU LEAVE ON VACATION 

· Cancel mail, milk or newspaper deliveries. 

· Cut the lawn before you go and trim back any plants that could hide burglars. 

· Get a friend or neighbor to look after your home. They can collect your mail and mow your lawn to give the impression that someone is living in your home. 

· If you leave keys with a neighbor, don't label them with your address. 

· Mark any valuable items using an 'invisible' pen that you can get from DIY shops to help police to identify property,  return it to you and convict suspects. 

· Don’t put your home address on your luggage when traveling to your destination. 

· Lock the garage and shed after putting all your tools safely away so they can’t be used to break into your house. If you have to leave a ladder out, put it on its side and   secure it with a heavy-duty chain. 
· Lock all outside doors and windows. If you have an alarm, make sure it is set and that you’ve told police who has the key. 
· Notify the police that you will be away and ask that they make extra area patrols. 

· Do all you can do before leaving.             
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