· Never let your children out of your sight while Christmas shopping. Never leave children unattended in a car or bathroom.

· Keep all breakable, electrical and burning objects (like candles) out of the reach of children.

· Make sure that you and your passengers are wearing seat belts properly. Young children should be in approved and properly installed Child Passenger Safety Seats. Children under age 13 should always be in the back seat! Many more people are on the road at this time of year and traffic dangers are ever more present!

· The dangers of fire hazards cannot be over emphasized at this time of year! The use of candles near draperies and other flammable items in the home should be minimized or excluded altogether! The use of portable space heaters has also proven to cause numerous fires and can be extremely dangerous if located near the Christmas tree or decorations! Always turn off heaters when no one is home or awake.

·  Install at least one CO alarm near sleeping areas and make sure your home is equipped with working smoke alarms and fire extinguishers. 

· Check the toy recall list from the Consumer Product Safety Commission for safety questions on toy products.  

· Always be alert and be aware of your surroundings at all times!  

Lastly and above all, the Massachusetts

Safety Officers League urges you to:

Be Safe This  Holiday Season!

Do everything that you can do to be

safe in your home and help prevent

toy related injuries to children!
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Here are some more suggested websites you can check for further Christmas, Holiday and Toy Safety information.

www.hotelfun4kids.com
http://www.toyinfo.org/tips-on-toys/index.html
http://www.homesafetycouncil.org/safety_guide/sg_winter_w001.aspx
www.cpsc.gov
www.toysafety.org  - U.S. non-profit organization that warns about hazardous toys.

www.toytips.com  -  US. Toy Research Inst.

www.toysafety.net
www.toy-tma.org 

http://www.nachi.org/holidaysafety.htm
www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/pubs/611.pdf
http://www.aap.org/advocacy/releases/novtips.cfm
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http://www.uspirg.org/issues/toy-safety
http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/citizens/all_citizens/home_fire_prev/holiday-seasonal/holiday.shtm
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/pubs/611.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/family/holiday/
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/category/toy.html
Also, see the MSOL Shopping, Shopping Online and Holiday Shopping Safety Trifold. 

MSOL Website

www.masafetyofficers.org
MSOL Membership 

Application Website

http://masafetyofficers.org/membership.htm
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Christmas,

Holiday,

And 

Toy Safety Tips

                www.masafetyofficers.org
   Christmas is a time for joy and celebration with family and friends, but, most of all, it should be a happy and safe time for children. Unfortunately, every year the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission reports that children all over the country have been seriously and even fatally injured by easily preventable circumstances! As this holiday season approaches, the Massachusetts Safety Officers League urges you to make this holiday season a memorable and enjoyable one for all the members of your family by following a few simple basic rules of safety when it comes to purchasing toys for your children, setting up home decorations and Christmas Tree Safety! 

Toy Safety Tips

· Select toys to suit the age, abilities, skills, and interest level of the intended child. Toys that are too advanced for the child may pose safety hazards to younger kids.

· For infants, toddlers, and all children who still put objects in their mouths, avoid toys with small parts that could pose a serious choking hazard. As a general guide, if a toy or any of its parts can easily fit inside the canister for the film of a 35 mm camera, don’t buy it for a child under 3 years old!

· Look for toys that have sturdy construction such as tightly secured eyes, noses, and other potential small parts that could fall or break off and become choking hazards to younger children.

· Avoid toys that have sharp edges and points for all children under age 8. If a sharp point is essential for a toy such as a sewing machine, make sure the child gets proper instruction and supervision using it.

· Never buy explosive or projectile toys that may cause injuries to a child’s eyes or ears.  

· Ask the store if you can have an escort back to your car after holiday shopping if you see someone suspicious.

· Read labels to ensure that toys such as paints, crayons, and any toy containing liquids or gels are Non-toxic.
· Toys that have folding mechanisms such as chairs may contain “pinch points” that can crush small hands. Be sure that they have adequate locking devices to prevent injury when the toy collapses.

· Look for labels that have recommendations for age and use the information as a guide to buying the right toys.

· Check the instructions for clarity and conciseness. They should be clear to you and the child playing with it. Make sure your child understands all instructions.

· Don’t simply rely on the high price of the toy or the opinions of others as a guide to toy safety and quality.

· Immediately discard plastic wrapping, which can cause suffocation before the wrapping becomes a plaything.

· Don’t purchase electric toys or toys that have heating elements for a child under 8. 

· When wrapping presents, keep scissors out of the reach of children.

· Don’t let infants and toddlers play with the ribbon you wrap presents with.

· Explain and demonstrate to your child how to play safely with their new toys.

· Keep toys that are designed for older children away from younger children.

· Take care of the toys. A damaged or dangerous toy should be repaired or discarded immediately.

· Store toys safely. Put toys away on lower shelves or in a toy box to prevent accidental trips, falls and injuries. 

· Supervise your Childs playtime and playing environment. Don’t leave small children alone.
Christmas Holiday Safety Tips

· Large displays of holiday gifts should not be visible to potential thieves through the windows and doors of your home.

· When setting up a Christmas tree or other holiday display, make sure doors and passageways are clear inside your home. 

· Be sure your Christmas tree is mounted on a sturdy base so that children, elderly persons or family pets cannot pull it over on themselves and be injured. 

· If you use lights on your Christmas tree, ensure the wiring is not damaged or frayed which could cause a fire.  

· Make sure Christmas Trees are well anchored and watered so that they do not become fire hazards. Place your Christmas tree in water or wet sand to keep it green. 

· Don’t advertise to burglars that you just received a new TV, computer, or other expensive gift. After packages have all been opened, remember to either bag your empty boxes in dark garbage bags or break them down before putting them in  garbage cans and placing them on the curb.  

· It is not uncommon for criminals to take 
advantage of the generosity of people during the holiday season by soliciting donations door-to-door for charitable causes although no charity is involved. Ask for their identification, and find out how the donated funds will be used. If you are not satisfied, do not donate.

· If children are involved in baking holiday items, make sure the adults handle any hot kitchen items. 
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