  Elevators are so common in everyday life that most people don’t even think about their personal safety when stepping into an elevator, even one carrying them hundreds of feet up or down to their destinations. Though many safety improvements have been made since they first began to appear in city buildings in the late 1800’s, elevator accidents and assaults still happen. Nearly everyone knows, either first or second-hand, the frustrating experience of  getting stuck in an elevator for at least a few minutes. Other elevator accidents are less common but far more serious! A 16 yr old boy in Japan was killed when the elevator he was backing out of suddenly jerked upward! In 2003, a Houston Doctor was decapitated by an malfunctioning elevator becoming one of the 30 or so elevator fatalities in the U.S. every year. The Massachusetts Safety Officers League is, as always, interested in your personal safety! To avoid possible elevator dangers, take the time to consider these Elevator Safety Tips. 
When Approaching Elevators:
· Know your destination. Push the elevator call button for the direction you’re going. 
· Look and listen for the signal announcing cars arrival and allow passengers to exit.  

· If the car is full, wait for the next to arrive. 

· Don’t try to stop closing doors with hands, feet, canes, etc. Wait for the next elevator.
· Take the stairs if there is a fire or other situation that could lead to a disruption of the electrical service controlling the elevator. 
When Riding On Elevators:

· When riding on elevators, stand back from the doors and hold on to the handrails.

· Pay attention to the floor indicators and be prepared to exit at your destination. 

· If you get on the elevator on the 25th floor, and someone you feel uneasy about gets on at the 22nd, get off when they get on.                     
· If the elevator stops and the doors don’t open, push the DOOR OPEN button. If they 
      still don’t open, ring the alarm bell or use the  

      telephone or intercom system. Wait for help. 
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· Use caution around closing doors, never attempting to slide in at the last minute. Many people assume that safety sensors are infallible, but this is not always true. 

· Enter and exit carefully. Passengers nearest the doors should move first. 
· Hold children and pets firmly.
· Stand clear of the doors, keeping clothes and carry-ons away from the opening. 
· Push and hold the DOOR OPEN button if doors need to be held open, or ask someone to push the button for you. 
· Enter and exit cars only at designated floor alignments. One common malfunction of elevator rides involves the door opening when the car has not come to a complete stop or is stuck midway, exposing the shaft below. 
· Even if you are trapped, do not attempt to exit a craft that is stuck in this way. Instead, call for help and wait for crews to arrive.  
· Always keep clear of open elevator shafts. Apart from the obvious possibility of falling in, some office building have very fast-moving cars that could catch you unaware from above or below. 
· Be aware of any suspicious activity on the part of potential fellow riders. Never take unnecessary risks when uncomfortable with those around you. 
· Avoid riding alone with a stranger. If you get stuck with someone you do not know, stand near the control panel so you can exit in an emergency or if the stranger makes you feel uncomfortable in any way.

· If someone suspicious boards an elevator, exit as soon as possible. 

· Try to board and select floor buttons last. 

· If possible, position yourself near the elevator control panel and if attacked, push as many floor buttons as possible keeping your back to the sidewall.

· Trust your intuition! Women should take care not be caught alone in areas that have no security cameras, like elevators and restrooms. It is very easy for women to be trapped in these areas. In elevators, never get into an elevator with only one person.  Women's intuition plays another factor here. Wait for the next one! If a woman for whatever reason feels uncomfortable with a situation but, visibly sees nothing is wrong, she should take heed and walk away.
If the elevator stops between floors;

· Press the alarm button and wait for help.

· If a phone is available, call for help. A hands free phone or an intercom system may be available. Follow the instructions. 

· Do NOT try to force open the doors.

· Do NOT try to leave the elevator. 

· Remain patient! There is plenty of air and the elevator interior is designed for passenger safety. So, relax and await help.

Common Elevator Myths And Truths

Many misconceptions and myths about elevators exist because the majority of elevator equipment is hidden from public view and left to the imagination of the passengers. Here are just a few common myths and their actual truths!

Myth – People think elevators are supported by only one rope that can easily break. 

Truth – Elevators are supported by multiple steel cables and each alone can support a fully loaded car.

Myth – People believe that an overcrowded elevator will fall. 

Truth – An overloaded car will normally not move. The doors will stay open and a buzzer may ring until the weight is reduced. 

Myth – Some people claim they’ve been in an elevator that has fallen several floors and then caught itself.

Truth – Elevator experts believe that people may think that this happened because they got on an elevator that was traveling in the opposite direction they thought it was or they saw the elevator floor indicator lights flash by quickly giving a visual impression of falling.  

Myth – Some people believe that the hall door will open when the elevator is not there. 

Truth – The elevator is designed so that the car controls the opening of the hall door. When the car arrives, the car door engages the hall door and opens both sets of doors. If the car is not at the landing, it can’t trigger the hall doors to open. So, they will remain shut! 

Myth – Some people believe that if the elevator is stuck between floors, they’re in danger of falling and should try to get out. 

Truth – Trying to get out on your own could result in serious injury. Elevator cars are designed to be “Safe Rooms” and the safest place is inside the car. Use the phone or intercom for help. You should only leave with the help of emergency rescue personnel. 

Harmless Elevator Myths And Truths

Myth – Pushing the call button repeatedly will make the elevator come even faster. 

Truth – Once the call button is pressed, the call is registered by the elevator controller. Pressing the call button again does nothing. 

Myth – Pushing the DOOR CLOSE button will close the door faster.

Truth – It may cause the doors to close sooner but, not faster. If a buzzer sounds, the doors may actually close slower, not faster. 

When it comes to elevator safety, the Massachusetts Safety Officers League 

wants you to always:

Be Alert, Be Aware and BE SAFE!
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Here are some more web sites to check 

further on the topic of elevator safety.

http://eesf.org/
http://www.neii.org/safety_elevator.cfm
http://www.safetrider.org/    Kids Show.

http://www.otisworldwide.com/d71-safetyelev.html
http://www.us.schindler.com/sec_index/sec_kg/sec_kg_safety/sec_kg_profile_safety_tipsforelevatorriders.htm
http://ezinearticles.com/?Elevator-Safety-Tips&id=2362858
http://www.sterlingelevatorcons.com/technical-papers/elevator-safety-tips.php
http://www.ucop.edu/riskmgt/bsas/safetymeetings/feb07/elevatorsafety_tips.pdf
http://www.haltabuse.org/resources/offline.shtml
http://www.snopes.com/crime/prevent/ninetips.asp
http://www.kevincoffey.com/hotel/hotel_safety.htm
http://www.autonomousplayground.org/safety-of-women.html
http://www.safetyforwomen.com/threats.htm
http://inventors.about.com/library/inventors/blelevator.htm
http://www.marketwire.com/press-release/British-Columbia-Safety-Authority-Elevator-Escalator-Safety-Awareness-Week-November-787738.htm
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MSOL Website

www.masafetyofficers.org
MSOL Membership

Application Website

www.masafetyofficers.org/membership.htm
_1331723770.bin

_1225860807.doc
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