Auto Theft Systems on 

the  Market may include:

1. ALARM SYSTEMS.
2. TRACKING SYSTEMS (Like LoJack).
3. GM's PASSlock II, FORD's SecuriLock, 

    CHRYSLER’s SentryKey, and TOYOTA's 

    Engine Immobilizer.

4. IMMOBILIZER TYPE DEVICES.
5. TOUCH SENSORS.
6. FLAT PLUG DEVICES.
7. STEERING COLUMN COLLARS.
8. THE CLUB and the AUTOLOCK.
9. KEYPAD SYSTEMS.

  Many
 of these Auto Theft Prevention Systems on the market have been sold to consumers attempting to stop thieves. But, if given enough time, the auto thief can usually find a way to disable or disarm the system. 

Sometimes, this only takes a matter of seconds! The Vehicle Identification Number Etching Program offered by the Governors’ Auto Theft Strike Force remains as an excellent way to stop your motor vehicle from initially even being desired by a potential car thief! The Governor’s Auto Theft Strike Force operates a confidential toll free auto theft tip line that gives you the opportunity to help stop auto thieves. If you give information that leads to the arrest of a car thief, or the location of a chop shop, you could receive a confidential cash reward of up to ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00). All you need to do is call 1-800-HOT-AUTO. The tip-line is operated by state troopers at the Governor’s Auto Theft Strike Force. Your call and identity will be kept confidential and All rewards are paid out in cash with no strings attached. Remember:

Auto Theft Prevention begins with you!
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   Below are some websites

for further information on

Auto Theft Prevention. 

The Governors Auto Theft Strike Force at:

1-800-HOT AUTO or 1-781-393-1200.

Visit their website at: 

http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=eopsterminal&L=2&L0=Home&L1=Crime+Prevention+%26+Personal+Safety&sid=Eeops&b=terminalcontent&f=msp_units_msp_governors_auto_theft_strike_force&csid=Eeops
www.watchyourcar.org/content/?/protect/tips
www.crime.about.com/od/prevent/qt/prevention_auto.htm
www.vehicleidentificationnumber.com/vehicle_identification_numbers_vin_car_theft.html
www.mass.gov/?pageID=eopsterminal&L=2&L0=Home&L1=Crime+Prevention...b...auto_theft...

www.watchyourcar.org/content/?/protect/tips
www.2sportscars.com/prevent-car-theft.shtml
www.masafetyofficers.org/events.htm
www.getfacts.org/prevention.html
www.iii.org/media/hottopics/insurance/test4/
www.KidsAndCars.org
www.neverstolen.com
www.auto-theft.info/
www.autothiefs.com/
MSOL Website

www.masafetyofficers.org
MSOL Membership Application Website
http://masafetyofficers.org/membership.htm
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    www.masafetyofficers.org
YOUR VEHICLE IS AT RISK!
  No matter where you live or what kind of car you drive, your vehicle is a potential target for theft. Thousands of cars are stolen every day from people who didn't think it would happen to them! The financial burden and personal hassle of having a car stolen from you can be tremendous as well as time consuming! 

AUTO THEFT FACTS
· A vehicle is stolen in the U. S. every 26 seconds and approximately 1.2 million vehicles are stolen every year. 

· Most auto thieves’ get away with it! Only 12.6% of thefts resulted in arrests in 2006. 

· The FBI reports that the value of vehicles stolen per year is greater than $7.9 billion, making auto theft the most costly property crime in America. If auto theft were legalized and incorporated, it would rank about 50th of the Fortune 500 companies. 

· According to a recent national survey, very few people (only 1%) know that there are significant additional costs in having a vehicle stolen beyond paying the insurance deductible and replacing the vehicle. Some 

examples are insurance premium increases, time spent dealing with police and insurance, vehicle rental costs, and missing time off from work. 

· Despite all the factory-installed security systems that have been on the market in the last few years, more vehicles were stolen every year 2001-2006 than in 1999 or 2000. Insurance Information Institute
AUTO THEFT PREVENTION TIPS 

  Taking precautionary measures can minimize your chances of becoming the victim of auto theft. Not only does auto theft cost the victim time and money, but it also costs society, because it drives insurance premiums up. Many times stolen vehicles are also used to commit other crimes! Car thefts seem to occur with greater frequency where large groups of cars are parked for extended periods of time in places such as shopping centers, colleges, sporting events, movie complexes, and large apartment complexes, but, car thefts can occur anytime and randomly on different days of the week and times of the day, depending on the locations.  

Below are some tips you can use to 

avoid being the victim of a car thief.

· Never leave your car running unattended, even to dash into a business, store, etc.

· Never leave valuables in plain view, even if your car is locked. 

· Always park in high-traffic, well-lighted areas, when possible.

· Install a mechanical device that locks the steering wheel, column, or brakes. These devices will deter some criminals.

· Purchase a vehicle theft tracking/security system, especially if you own one of the frequently stolen model vehicles.

· Never leave personal identification documents, vehicle ownership title, or credit cards in your vehicle; Put them in the trunk out of sight.

· If you must leave your key with a valet, attendant, or mechanic leave only the ignition key. Make sure you are dealing with a reputable firm.

· In high theft areas the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) should be etched on windows, doors, fenders and trunk lid. This makes it difficult for a thief to market your stolen car parts. 

· Never leave keys in the car, ignition, inside a locked garage, or in hide boxes.

· Always roll up your windows and lock the car, even if parked in front of your home.

· Copy your license plate and vehicle information (VIN) numbers on a card and keep them with you. If your vehicle is stolen, the police will need this information to take a report.

· Many vehicles today come with some type of security system from the factory. Normally there are upgraded systems available if you ask. The best choice are systems that shut off the fuel supply so that a car can't be started or driven.

· If your vehicle is stolen, report it to the police immediately. Don’t wait! 

· Park your car under a street lamp or in well lit open space. Thieves don’t want to work under a spotlight and are more likely to go for a car that is parked in a dark spot.

· If you have one, put your car in the garage every night and lock it. It is unlikely that car criminals will try and break into your garage to get to your vehicle.

· It sounds obvious, but, always remember to lock your car! Car thieves are often given an easy ride by people who leave their cars open with out locking them up. 

· When parking, locking and leaving your car, try to leave it in a secure, attended lot. 

·  Invest in a steering wheel lock and use it every time you leave your car.

· Have a car alarm fitted by a professional to deter a potential thief from stealing it. 

· Have an immobilizer fitted which prevents the car from starting. This will make sure that even if the thief gains access to your car, they won’t be able to drive it away.
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